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MINUTES OF MEETINGS
Until Owen Campbell came to the Chapel in 1877, no formal Minutes of Meetings are available. As far as can be as ascertained, it is not that they were taken and have been lost, but that they were never taken. Support for this is in the lettering on the Minute Books which were instituted in 1877 for both elders and deacons - they are lettered ‘No 1’.

The books in the Chapel archives are boxed as follows:

Elders

(1a)
Book No 1, from 13/12/1877 to 12/12/1898. 

The bound Elders’ Minutes No. 1 starts on 13th December 1877, the first meeting after the election of elders. It runs to 12 December 1898, recording chiefly applications for baptism and membership and transfers away and stops with the meeting of 12th December 1898. Gap until 1/2/04

(2) Loose copies from 1/2/04 to 23/10/16, now in two plastic folders interleaved with the Deacons’ Minutes. They are typed and since the backing sheet is what lawyers used to call ‘short’ (that is, folded in four, with the title on one-quarter only), there can be no doubt that they are the handiwork of the Church Secretary, Andrew Urquhart, died 3/9/1916.

(1b)
Old bound Book (above), resumed from 30/10/1916 to 27/7/1927.

(3) Typed Minutes in professionally bound book from 27/7/1927 to 20/9/61 (but nil between 7/11/41 and 28/4/44). 

(4) From 25/10/61 to 4/12/63 loose, numbered 1 to 44, inside cover of bound volume of pages 45 to 219 from 8/1/64 to 28/4/80, typed while W.M. Urquhart was secretary until  3//3/65 and then handwritten by John Cochrane. 

(5) 6/80 to 4/83 in red ring-binder folder

(6) 5/83 to 6/88 in plastic folder

(7) 1990-92 in red folder

(8) 1992-97 in red folder

(9) 1998-99 in blue folder.

(10) Subsequent Minutes are the copies sent to the writer as honorary elder, and are under the year of issue.

Deacons

(1a)
Book No 1, from 13/12/1877 (the first meeting after the election) to 31/10/1889.  There is one Minute of a Deacons’ Meeting in the Elders’ Minute Book referred to above, on 3/2/1890, but from other references in the Elders’ Minutes, it is clear that the Deacons were still meeting regularly, so it appears that the Minute Book for the years 1890 to 1903, if Minutes were taken, has been lost.

(2)
Loose copies from 5/1/03 to 6/10/16, now in two folders interleaved with Elders’ Minutes and stored in Elders’ box. They are typed and are backed up similarly to the Elders’ Minutes (above). When Graham Scroggie arrived in September 1916, he requested that a proper Minute Book should be purchased, and this was agreed (Deacons’ Minutes, 6th October 1916), but in fact, they took up again the original book (above)

(1b)
Resumption of original Book, from 20/10/1916 to 3/2/1920. Again, it is significant that this book restarts immediately after the death of Andrew Urquhart.

(3) 3/3/20 to 8/11/44, large bound and numbered volume, nearly all typed.

(4) Bound set for 6/12/44 to 2/3/60.

(5) Bound set for 1960 to 1970; also Ian Balfour’s working set from 1967 to 1976.

(6) Signed, stencilled, set in bound volume from 6/5/70 to 7/7/78 (death of Deacons’ Court Secretary).

(7) Signed, stencilled, set in bound volume from 4/1/78 to 11/6/80 overlap with last – this volume while Ian Balfour was Deacons’ Court Secretary. 

(8) Orange binder from 6/80 to 4/85, with signed copies.

10/82 to 5/90, second set in lever arch file, not signed

(9) Green ring binder from 5/85 to 4/90, with signed copies.

2/84 to 1/92, loose in box with Committee Minutes interleaved

(10)
Large ring binder up to 1995. (Deacons ceased to operate on traditional lines in 2000.)

Church

(1)
The first extant book is from 1/1/1891 to 17/5/1896, labelled ‘Charlotte Chapel Church Minute Book - 1891 to    ‘. It goes into great detail from 1st January 1891, with the full report of a presentation to the pastor, until 17th May 1896, when the pastor, Thomas Way, who wrote it, left. This is evident from places where he used the first person to record events about himself. No one kept it going. It does not contain Minutes in the accepted sense, but it is a précis of events between these dates and includes the full text of certain letters that were sent and received, especially on a disciplinary matter. 

In every instance, from 1891 to 1896, the interviewing pair (two elders or one Elder and a member of the Ladies Visiting Committee) reported fully to the church one Sunday and the vote was taken on the following Sunday. If, however, the application was to receive a member by transfer from another Baptist church, the vote was wrongly taken immediately after the letter of transfer from the other church was read to the meeting.

The Church Minute Book from 1896 to 1930 is not in the archives. It did exist, because the elders considered applicants for membership and rather than list them twice, regularly stated ‘These names are recorded in the Church Minute Book’.

(2) Book from  -/4/1930 to 6/6/35, gap, then 30/5/49 to 3/5/1979.

(3) Where is 1979 to 1982?

(4) Plastic folder from 4/83 to 4/93

(5) Probably further folders in box – not checked

Sunday School Teachers

Between 1879 and 1907 there are only a few references to the Sunday School,

(1) Book from 18/10/1907 to 3/3/1921.

(2) Book from 10/7/1928 to 17/9/1930.

(3) Book of Sunday School Missionary Committee from 13/9/28 to 10/11/47.

Young Peoples’ Meeting

(1) Book from 13/11/1918 (formation) to 10/7/1923

(2) Book from 19/9/1923 to 12/12/1932

(3) Book from 23/01/33 to 21/04/39. 

(4) Book from 26/4/39 to 22/4/48.

(5) Book from 28/4/48 to 28/4/54. 

(6) Book from 5/54 to 12/60

(7) From 1/61 to 5/71 in a separate box in archives – too big for A4 paper box

(8) Book from 5/71 to 4/79

(9) Book from 4/79 to 4/86

(10) Book from 5/86 to 4/93

(11) Y.P.M. Roll Book, 1965-6, 1970-1. 

Young Peoples’ Meeting Attendance Roll:

27/10/1920 to 30/4/1924

3/10/1928 to 6/5/1931

10/1937 to 4/1945

26/4/39 to 22/4/48

High Street Mission (in box of deacons’ minutes from 1970-89)

(1) Sunday School from 7/9/27 to 12/6/33

(2) Sunday School Executive from1/1/28 to 4/12/40


(3) Mission  from 22/9/31 to 2/9/42

Missionary Committee

(1) Handwritten bound volume from 31/1/56 to 2/8/57.

(2) Loose Minutes from 6/57 to 6/60 inside bound volume from 6/60 to 12/63, and in separate envelope, a member’s copy of these from 11/57 to 12/60.

(3) Many other Missionary Committee papers interleaved with Deacons’ Court Minutes

Forces Fellowship Meeting Visitors Book – 3/4/1943 to 23/5/1945 – in Baxter box. 

Candidates for baptism – two notebooks, 1956–9, 1959–62 – in Griffiths box. 

Church Notice Book (Sunday intimations) – two books, 1955-6, 1958–9 in Griffiths box. 

Visitors Books

Preachers and subjects from 10/16 to 9/90 in box with Sunday School, Missionary Committee

Public book from 9/65 to 1/71.

Group 35 – clips for 9/85 to 3/88




4/88 to 3/90

